THE

ROYAL NAVAL ENGINEERS’

ITS ORIGIN, AIMS AND OBJECTS

Engine Room Artificers were first introduced inte the Koyal
Navy in 1868 and at that time were the only kind of paval artificers
AMh enteted dltt(‘t as C.P.Ous. they found their sv g CondItIons
primitive and inferior to thar provided for other sentor ratings.  Moss
ather ratings and officers were hostile towards them and tesented
them as being * oily-wads.” Thete was no provision fos widows of
those who died in service nor any assistance for any who were o
lided from the Service, There was no prospect of sdvancement bevond
the rating of ERA.

By 1872 the Society had been formed snd set itseld the task of
improving the conditions and prospects of its members and estahlish.
m amongst them a system of contributions and benefits which w ol

i those who became victims of musfortune

It did not aim at attending 1o petty grievances and comisainte
Instead it sought. by the interchange of experience and idess AIMGTE 8t
‘Rmm. to build up an cipe & cerps which would make the
E R As as s body respected and valued as & loval sod highly importane
and integral part of the Navy. By proving their worth snd encoursg-
ing all 1ts members to maintain the higheoss possible standards of
crafesmanship and technical knowledge. gencesl intelisgence and con.
duct. the Society sought 1o provide the condimions whooh weuld taetify
betrer treatment, accommodation and prosper e

 Inflgential men 1o public life who were erpecially interested i the
Navy, came to hear of the Society. They saw rhat 1t wase & well-con.
ducted and responsible organisstion and thet it reilected the reasoned
op and sapirations of ER As a5 & whole. Thus by their own
| and the ideas they inapired and influenced amonget othere the
 Society's members were able to achieve first the opporrunity of pro-
~ motion to Chief ER.A ., with the Chief placed in sole charge of the
- machinery of small crafe. then the opening of Warrant and Commis-
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e R Sl whatever Branch. Death

al sd Dasis
“ I oha s 'F“'l on & s which ensures that the

of the Sociery, the higher the actual
m mnd. It therefore beboves every member 0 ensure as

as possible. Benefits paid 1o nominees of dec ased
= -l!-l!m in the 1914-18 war exceeded €000 and those Fltdtttl “
. similar cause in the 193945 war exceeded £46.000 Dieath snd invalid-

s ing benefits are, of course, pasd m peace-time a3 well a9 in war It has

 been found that the majority of our members maintamn membership
Mu&ﬁg&u the Navy. and their death benefits are pand to ther
| 'Mﬂt m. on lhﬂt eventual death, thus becoming » very

I M it is less than two years since the decision was made o
bl Mﬂl Artificers, an O. A 18 already Vice-Pressden: eJ the Devon.

i hmh and has a seat on the Elt-c'untq { mm . whch sevts
n London half-yearly. It is boped, as more ~ new ™ members ot
to widen still further the representation on cur Committees asd

- MM“ time goes by snd numbers jastily sach a Course. o

 conmder creating a separate Branch or humhn of the Sociery where

- other Artificers congregate. At present the Braoches exmt omly o

w& lnd thtm t. the Chacham Heanch iuvm.l e

| rhm tWO On th-t closute of the Nose Commsand i 1984

dl exists for Artilicer Apprentices and s controlied

. The underiying theme of the Socsety's tecord 1 ome of keeping
m as members of one body, all who share a commeon tak, sut.
- Jook and method of expressson. Much of the Sociery s srtengrh and
Mvﬂfﬂth(&:tthtm#tﬂmmihw

MM membership when promoted to 5 high service tank
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obtain some redress from 1he
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UM the b{m;
c:fl o fﬁdeircmr

thsoughour ail
which remain to be
Pise and
and well.
y and interest. & common

ﬁMﬂmnu natural to form o some
of Association. It is s charscteristic of the Britnh way

all sections of the communite
i an the notural and ready pro.

0 he will be conscionm that he
pefits which be nberits from
n the p-n Hm mm seifl, e will b coms.
T part i determmining
follow him end be grovefs!
very md-l and successful work
sponsors the RN EBS Club, 4 Clarence Parsde
| it a place of call whenever you are in Postsmouh
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